
Fun and interesting facts (Playground Slides) 

1. What are the benefits of playing on a slide? 

Playing on slides is beneficial for the development of kids. When any child plays on a slide, it results in 
physical and social skills’ development in it. It is useful to develop a child’s muscles. It also teaches us to 
keep patience. It improves balancing and co-ordination skills in children. Sliding can lead to an 
improvement of confidence level in a child.     

2. Did you know that a playground slide is known by different names in different countries?    

It is called a “slippery slide” or “slippery dip” in Australia and New Zealand, a “sliding board” in 
Philadelphia, a “sliding pond” in the New York City area, a “Rutsche” in Germany, and a “scivolo” in 
Italy.         

3. What types of slides are there? 

Here are some common types of playground slides.  

a) Straight slides: A straight slide has a consistent, downside slant without twists. Fabricated from materials 
such as fibre-reinforced plastic or iron, these are ideal for schools, playgrounds, parks, and residential areas, 
and are designed for children aged 3 to 12.  

b) Tube or enclosed slides: They look like a completely encased tunnel and can be either straight, curved, or 
bumpy.  

c) Drop slides: These slides have a sharp vertical slope, providing a thrilling experience for users.  

d) Wave slides: These slides have small swells that create wavy motion for a more exciting ride.  

e) Spiral slides: These are twisted slides much like a helter-skelter ride.  

f) Interactive slides: These slides have extra features beyond just sliding. They help to develop children’s 
imagination, social skills, and motor skills by including features like a built-in play kitchen, a multi-level 
platform, swings and gliders, a combination of slides and sandboxes, interactive doors and walls, 
educational and sensory play panels.  

g) Multi-station slides: They are often seen in playgrounds and are large, multi-line slides that have 
multiple parallel slides side by side.   

4. What material is used for the construction of playhouse slides? 

Plastic, metal and wood are generally used for the fabrication of playground slides. 

5. When was the first playground slide invented? 

The origin of the first playground slide is debated, but the first known examples were developed in the early 
1900s. For example, a 45-foot slide was installed at Smith Memorial Playground in Philadelphia, in 1904, 
and a rooftop slide was created in New York around 1900. In 1910, a nursery slide was developed at 
Tsarkoye, Russia. In 1922, Chales Wicksteed installed a wooden slide in England.  
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